Fractures of the shaft of the tibia treated with Hoffmann external fixation.
Ninety-six compound or unstable fractures of the tibial shaft were treated with external fixation of different mountings. The median healing time was 10 months without a statistically significant difference between the healing time after treatment with unilateral frames and quadrilateral frames. The rate of pin-track infection was 36%, which is comparable to those of other published series. Seven cases of chronic osteitis and four pseudarthroses required further surgical management. We had no primary or secondary amputations in this series.